
To: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Enck, Judith[Enck.Judith@epa.gov] 
Garrison, Geoffrey 
Fri 3/20/2015 11 :42:36 PM 
FW: Suspected Methyl Bromide Release/Exposure, St. Johns USVI 

From: Garrison, Geoffrey 
Sent: Friday, March 20, 2015 7:41PM 
To: R2 RRC; Mark Pane; EricJ Wilson; Eric Mosher; Joe Rotola; Dave Kluesner; Michael 
McGowan; Angel Rodriguez; Ramon Torres (Torres.Ramon@epa.gov); Font, Jose 
Cc: Leah Escobar; Elena Vaouli; Jim Casey; Keshema Webbe 
Subject: Suspected Methyl Bromide Release/Exposure, St. Johns USVI 

At approximately 1640 hours I received notification of a potential chemical substance exposure 
that occurred in St. John, USVI. I was provided with the telephone number of a friend of the 
family who was affected, and who was familiar with the potential exposure details. The 
summary of those details follow: 

A family of four persons was staying at La Sirena Villa, a relatively new condo in Coral Bay, St. 
John. They started their stay approximately 5 days ago, and slowly started showing neurological 
symptoms of chemical exposure. Last night their symptoms worsened to the point where they 
required medical care. They are currently in the St. Thomas Hospital where at least two 
members of the family are hospitalized. The suspected cause is Methyl Bromide (ATSDR 
ToxF AQ, and a Fact Sheet pulled from the internet are attached). However, I am not certain as 
to how that particular substance, (which is a restricted use pesticide, and was to be phased out of 
production in the US by 2005 - according to the 2000 FS and the EPA ozone webpage 
=~~'-'-'-''-'·"'-l~"'"=~·='-'-==:.=.) was pinpointed as the cause. According to the ToxF AQ there 
are medical tests available that can determine exposure to this substance. 

Response actions to date: 

I alerted ERRD, both Mark Pane and Eric Wilson of the potential exposure, who in tum notified 
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senior staff, and RST as to the potential for deployment to the island to investigate the source. 
One of the main concerns being that if the exposure route for this incident was breathing air in 
the living quarters due to misapplication of a pesticide, that other occupants could potentially be 
exposed. This particular contaminant can exhibit high toxicity depending on concentration. I 
contacted DPNR, Jamal Nielsen, who is looking into mobilizing his pesticide and air program 
staff. I also contacted Leah Graciano with A TSDR who will look into supporting our 
investigation (sampling methodology etc.). 

More details to follow as they are available, I stand ready to mobilize along with RST tomorrow 
to assess the potential for further exposure. 

Geoffrey M. Garrison 

(340) 201-5328 
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